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Telephone (312) 876-1800 
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Trim-Tex, Inc. 
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Re: United States Patent Application Serial No. 10/692,703 

Publication No. US 2004/009221 9 Al 
Docket No. TR14546P0161US 

REQUEST FOR CORRECTED PUBLICATION 

As I explained to Mr. Pittman in my telephone call of this morning, the subject application was 
published with prior art drawings from an information disclosure statement filed with this 
application, rather than with the drawing (Figure 1 only) of the subject application, as filed. As 
Mr. Pittroan requested, I am faxing herewith a copy of the subject application, as published, and a 
copy of the drawing (Figure 1 only) of the subject application, as fil ^^^^^^^^ 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.221(b) republication of the subject application with its drawing (Figure 
1 only) is requested. This request is made within two months from the publication date of May 
13, 2004. Any fee that may be thus due may be charged to Deposit Account No. 23-0785. 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the Commissioner for 
Patents, Pre-Grat Publications, at facsimile number (703) 305-8568 on June 15, 2004. 
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(57) ABSTRACT 

In a sanding block having two expansive sides and two 
adjacent sides, each adjacent side adjoins each expansive 
side at a given one of two opposite edges of that expansive 
side. The expansive and adjacent sides are abrasive. When 
viewed microscopically before the sanding block becomes 
worn, the expansive sides between their opposite edges are 
planar and are parallel, a given one of the opposite edges of 
each expansive side is a curved edge, which defines a radius 
not less than about *A inch at any location on the curved 
edge 7 and the other one of the opposite edges of each 
expansive side is a sharp edge, which defines an acute angle 
in a range from about 55° to about 70°. The curved edges are 
intended to minimize gouging or scuffing due to uneven 
pressure being applied by a user holding the sanding block 
in one hand and to minimize damage when gouging or 
scuffing due thereto occurs. The sanding block is intended 
particularly for drywali-finishiog uses but is expected to be 
also useful for fiberglass-finishing, metal-finishing, wood- 
finishing, and other uses. 
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SANDING BLOCK 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

[0001] This application is a continuation of U.S. patent 
application Ser. No. 10/158,608, which was filed on May 30, 

2003. 

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] This invention pertains to a sanding block intended 
particularly for drywall-finishing uses but expected to be 
also useful for fiberglass-finishing uses, metal-finishing 
uses, wood-finishing uses, and other similar and dissimilar 
uses. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] Sanding blocks, which include sanding pads and 
sanding sponges, of various types arc known. Sanding 
blocks of a first known type are monolithic blocks of pumice 
or other inherently abrasive materials, which may be porous 
or nonporous, which may be flexible or inflexible in normal 
uses, and which may be compressible or incompressible in 
normal uses. Sanding blocks of a second known type have 
cores of suitable materials, which may be flexible or inflex- 
ible in normal uses and which may be compressible or 
incompressible in normal uses, with abrasive materials, such 
as abrasive grit, emery sheets, or sandpaper sheets, which 
are bonded to the cores. Except as illustrated in the drawings 
and described herein, particulars of the cores and abrasive 
materials and of bonding of abrasive materials to the cores 
arc known and are outside the scope of this invention. 

[0004] As sold by Trim-Tex, Inc. of Lincolnwood, III, and 
admitted here to constitute prior art, a sanding block of the 
second known type has abrasive grit bonded to a core, which 
is made of a flexible, compressible, polymeric foam. The 
sanding block is a six-sided block having two expansive 
sides, to each of which abrasive grit is bonded, two adjacent 
sides, to each of which abrasive grit is bonded, and two 
lateral sides, which do not have abrasive grit and at which 
the core is exposed. Each adjacent side meets each expan- 
sive side at two opposite edges. The sanding block has 
comparatively coarser, abrasive grit bonded to a given one 
of the expansive sides and to a given one of the adjacent 
sides and comparatively finer, abrasive grit bonded to the 
other one of the expansive sides and to the other one of the 
adjacent sides. 

[0005] When viewed macroscopically before the sanding 
block becomes worn, the sanding block is tapered at its 
adjacent sides so that a given one of the opposite edges 
defines an obtuse angle and so that the other one of the 
Opposite edges defines an acute angle io a range from about 
55° to about 70*. The acute angle enables a user holding the 
sanding block in one hand to sand a surface with said 
expansive side, as far as another surface intersecting the 
surface being sanded at a right angle, without scuffing the 
intersecting surface with the adjacent side meeting said 
expansive side at the acute angle. However, if the user 
holding the sanding block in one hand applies uneven 
pressure, gouging of the surface being sanded can occur 
easily at the opposite edge, which defines the obtuse angle. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] This invention provides a sanding block conform- 
ing, when viewed macroscopically before the sanding block 
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becomes worn, substantially to . a block having two expan- 
sive sides and two adjacent sides. A given one of the 
expansive sides is abrasive- The given one of the expansive 
sides has two opposite edges, at each of which one of the 
adjacent sides adjoins the given one of the expansive sides. 
A given one of the opposite edges, when viewed macro- 
scopically before the sanding block becomes worn, is a 
sharp edge. The other one of the opposite edges, when 
viewed macroscopically before the sanding block becomes 
worn, is a curved edge. 

[0007] Preferably, when viewed macroscopically before 
the sanding block becomes worn, the sharp edge defines an 
acute angle in a range from about 55° to about 70°, Prefer- 
ably, when viewed macroscopically before the sanding 
block becomes worn, the curved edge defines a radius not 
less than about Vb inch at any location on the curved edge. 
Preferably, the other one of the expansive sides and the other 
one of the adjacent sides also axe abrasive. 

[0008] Herein, a given side of a sanding block is regarded 
as abrasive if the sanding block is inherently abrasive at the 
given side or if the sanding block has abrasive grit, an emery 
sheet, a sandpaper sheet, or other abrasive material bonded 
to the given side. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

[0009] The single FIGURE is. an sometric view of a 
sanding block constituting a preferred embodiment of this 
invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
ILLUSTRATED EMBODIMENT 

[001 0] As iUustf ated in the drawing, a sanding block 10 
constituting a preferred embodiment is of the second type 
described above as having abrasive grit bonded to a core, 
which is made of a flexible, compressible, polymeric foam. 
Before the sanding block 10 becomes worn, it conforms 
substantially to a parallelepided having two expansive, 
rectangular sides 12, to which abrasive grit is bonded, two 
adjacent, rectangular sides 14, to which abrasive grit is 
bonded, and two lateral, trapezoidal sides 16, which do not 
have abrasive grit and at which the core is exposed. As 
indicated in the drawing, exemplary dimensions enabling a 
user to hold the sanding block 10 comfortably in one hand 
are a length (L) about 5 inches, a width (W) of about 3ft 
inches, and a thickness (T) of about 1 inch. 

[0011] Each adjacent side 14 meets each expansive side 12 
at two opposite edges. When viewed macroscopically before 
the sanding block becomes worn, the sanding block is 
tapered at its adjacent sides 14, as illustrated in the drawing. 
According to this invention, a given one of the opposite 
edges of each expansive side 12 is a curved edge 20 and the 
other one of the opposite edges is a sharp edge 22 defining 
an acute angle (A) in a range from about 55* to about 70°, 
an acute angle of about 70° being illustrated, 

[0012] Preferably, the sanding block 10 has comparatively 
coarscr 7 abrasive grit bonded to a given one of the expansive 
sides 12, to whichever of the adjacent sides 14 adjoins the 
given one of the expansive sides 12 at one of the curved 
edges 20, and to the curved edges 20 where they adjoin and 
the sanding block ID has comparatively finer, abrasive grit 
bonded to the other one of the expansive sides 12, to 
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whichever of the adjacent sides 14 meets the other one of the 
expansive sides 12 at one of the curved edges 20, and to the 
curved edges 20 where they adjoin. Alternatively, the sand- 
ing black 10 has similar grit bonded to each expansive side 
12, to each adjacent side 14, and to each curved edge 20. 

[0013] As indicated in the drawing, when viewed macro- 
scopically before the sanding block 10 becomes worn, each 
curved edge 20 defines a radius (R) which equals about % 
inch at any location on the curved edge 20. Each curved edge 
20 is intended to minimize gouging or scuffing due to 
uneven pressure being applied by a user holding the sanding 
block 10 in one hand, for sanding with either of the 
expansive sides 12 or with either of the adjacent sides 14, 
and to minimize damage when gouging or scuffing due 
thereto occurs. 

[0014] Although the sanding block 10 is intended particu- 
larly for drywall- finishing uses, the sanding block 10 is 
expected to be also use fill for fiberglass-finishing, metal- 
finishing, wood-finishing, and other uses. 

1. Asanding block conforming, when viewed microscopi- 
cally before the sanding block becomes worn, substantially 
to a block having two expansive sides and two adjacent 
sides, wherein a given one of the expansive sides is abrasive, 
wherein the given one of the expansive sides has two 
opposite edges, at each of which one of the adjacent sides 
adjoins the given one of the expansive sides, wherein a given 
one of the opposite edges, when viewed macroscopically 
before the sanding block becomes worn, is a sharp edge, and 
wherein the other one of the opposite edges, when viewed 
macroscopically before the sanding block becomes worn, is 
a curved edge. 

2. Hie sanding block of claim 1 wherein, when viewed 
macroscopically before the sanding block becomes worn, 
the curved edge defines a radius not less than about V4 inch 
at any location on said curved edge. 



3. The sanding block of claim 1 wherein, when viewed 
macroscopically before the sanding block becomes worn, 
the sharp edge defines an acute angle in a range from about 
55* to about 70°. 

4. The sanding block of claim 2 wherein, when viewed 
macroscopically before the sanding block becomes worn, 
the sharp edge defines an acute angle in a range from about 
55* to about 70*. 

5. The sanding block of claim 1 wherein the adjacent side 
adjoining the given one of the expansive sides at the sharp 
edge also is abrasive. 

6. The sanding block of claim 2 wherein the adjacent side 
adjoining the given one of the expansive sides at the sharp 
edge also is abrasive. 

7. The sanding block of claim 3 wherein the adjacent side 
adjoining the given one of the expansive sides at the sharp 
edge also is abrasive. 

8. The sanding block of claim 4 wherein the adjacent side 
adjoining the given one of the expansive sides at the sharp 
edge also is abrasive. 

9. The sanding block of claim 5 wherein the other one of 
the expansive sides and the other one of the adjacent sides 
also are abrasive. 

10. The sanding block of claim 6 wherein the other one of 
the expansive sides and the other one of the adjacent sides 
also are abrasive. 

11. The sanding block of claim 7 wherein the other one of 
the expansive sides and the other one of the adjacent sides 
also are abrasive. 

12. The sanding block of claim $ wberein the other one of 
the expansive sides and the other one of the adjacent sides 
also arc abrasive. 

* * * * * 
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